
Good day NSW Riding Pony members 

 Autumn is certainly a beautiful time of the year although recently we 
have had a bout of chilly weather.  Most of us have had a good season 
for feed although a bit too much rain at times, on behalf of the NSW 
Riding Pony Committee I extend our best wishes to all members who 
have been impacted by the floods we have experienced here in NSW, 
and hope that your circumstances improve very soon. 

The NSW committee has worked diligently as usual, and we have put 
together two great shows for our members over the past twelve months.  
Our annual State Show was held in November with increased numbers 
on our previous show.   Unfortunately, we couldn’t book the Windsor 
Polo Grounds due to a clash of dates, so we ran the show jointly at 
Hawkesbury with the Show Hunter Horse Association.  While the format 
worked quite well, the show will this year return to the Windsor Polo 
Grounds, which is such a beautiful venue. Our wonderful sponsors, who 
are too numerous to list here, helped us provide great prizes including 
beautiful rugs and garlands.   

Thank you SO much to B2B Thoroughbreds who were the naming rights 
sponsor of the 2022 NSW State Riding Pony Show. 

Our second show was held in February also at Hawkesbury.  We were 
very privileged to have two English judges able to attend.  Ms Bev 
Moore and MR Jerome Harforth, who both were visiting Australia on 
holiday, were happy to give us their time and expertise. They were ably 
supported by Ms Sue Oberg as our third judge.   Although the number of 
ponies entered was not great, the quality of our breed was proudly on 
show.  Many thanks to all the members who made time to attend the 
NSW RP Summer show and we will be holding another Summer show 
early next year. 

The NSW committee has sponsored many agricultural and breed shows  
throughout NSW, including Canberra Royal, with large numbers entering 
and attending. Again, the judges commented on the quality of the horses 
and the beautiful presentation of the ponies, handlers and riders.  

The NSW committee also sponsors the Riding Ponies at Sydney Royal, 
again the class numbers increased, which is very encouraging.  The 
timetable change for the Riding Pony classes, which was a result of a 
request made by the NSW committee when meeting with the RAS Horse 
committee helped greatly with the number of ponies presented for 



judging.  The whole section was a true spectacle of our beautiful riding 
ponies. 
Congratulations to all those breeders and competitors who showcased 
our breed at so many major shows throughout NSW and 
Australia   Keep up the good work …..and WORK it certainly is, but we 
all love showing our ponies. 

Our sincere condolences to Jo Prestwidge, on the tragic loss of 
Royalwood Boy Soprano.   Curly’s passing is a huge loss to riding pony 
breeding both here and overseas.  His legacy will live on through his 
bloodlines in so many ponies   Soprano’s dominance and success has 
been second to none.   Rest in peace beautiful boy. 

Many thanks must go to the whole NSW Committee, for all their work 
both behind the scenes and especially at shows and other events.  
Alison Doyle is the NSW Secretary, she looks after keeping our records 
and the committee on track, Sandra James is our Treasurer, managing 
our accounts and Melanie Skinner as the Publicity Officer is responsible 
for ensuring we keep all NSW members up-to-date with news and 
events.  

On behalf of the NSW RP committee, I wish all members good health 
and good luck in the upcoming season, especially if you have foals on 
the way, or if you are preparing new superstars ready for the show 
season.   

Please mark your calendars for the 2023 NSW RP State Show, to be 
held at the Windsor Polo Grounds at North Richmond on Sunday 26 
November.  Full details with be published very soon.  Don’t forget to 
renew your membership in July so you can be part of this show and 
other events. 

 Cheers everyone.  

Di Godfrey – Chairperson NSW RP Committee. 


