
 

 

Riding Pony Stud Book Society Ltd                  

Victorian Committee  

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MEMBERS OF THE RIDING PONY STUD BOOK SOCIETY (VICTORIA)  

HELD ON SATURDAY 25TH MAY, 2019 AT WERRIBEE RSL, SYNNOT STREET, WERRIBEE, VIC   
MEETING OPENED AT 12.12 PM 

 
 
1 PRESENT 
 
Robert Cockram (Chairman), Paul Morath, Sandra Donovan, Marlene Hart, Tara Kirk, Paige Saunders, Di Jose, Rosie Metherall (Committee). 
 
As per sign in list. 
 

APOLOGIES 
 
Jack Good, Kerry Dunstan, Paul Dunstan, Mary Jane Mitton, Helen Burns, Kim Humphries, Darren Telford, Greg Gerry, Caroline Parker, Robyn 
Parker, Sandy Jamieson. 
 
Chairperson Robert Cockram welcomed and thanked everyone for their attendance and stated that this meeting is a properly constituted meeting 
of the Riding Pony Stud Book Society Ltd. 
 
2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY 26th May, 2018 
 
Motion – To accept minutes of previous meeting held on 26th May, 2018.  
 
Moved Paul Morath,  Seconded Marlene Hart.   Carried. 
 
3 BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY 26th May, 2018 
 
There was no business arising. 
 
4 CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
 
On behalf of the committee I welcome you to the 2019 Victorian State Annual Meeting of members.  Before we start I would like us to 
acknowledge the passing of members in Victoria and other states.  Mrs Robyn Barry, Mrs Sally George and Mr Graham Fricker and if I have missed 
anyone my apologies. 
 
Please note that this meeting is a properly constituted meeting held under the rules and regulations of the Riding Pony Stud Book Society Ltd.  As 
of twelve months ago I was voted in a state chairperson, Tara Kirk Vice Chair (youth development), Paige Saunders and Di Jose 
publicity officers , Marleen Hart (special skills), and committee Paul Morath (photographer, and schedules), Sandra Donovan (sponsorship  
co-ordinator ) and Rosemary Metherall. 
 
A brief rundown of the last 12 months is as follows.  We ran six shows starting with the 2018 foal show at Tatura. This was well supported, a 
great turn out of 43 entries in the classes.  We were fortunate enough to have had donations of bags of feed vouchers from Perry’s Saddlery and 
Feed Merchants in Kyneton.  Our Judge Liz Carlile’s daughter Megan and Sandy Jamieson catered for the show judges etc.  

 
We went on a winter break and regained our positive atttiude to start the next season.  Our second show was the Ridden Equinade Pageant in 
November, 2018 held in conjunction with the SHCV at Werribee.  We thank our Judge Mr Peter Gardiner for giving up his time and officiating for 
us.  We also thank our stewards Pauline Alker and Jenny Aitkin for their help.   
 
The third show was the Equinade Masters held back to back with the APSBS in Geelong.  Last year this show was cancelled due to lack of entries 
so this year we undertook to hold two rings, this worked well and we had hope to run it again next season.  The two judges Margaret Templeton, 
Laura Conroy and to our stewards Trudy Kelly and Jenny Atkin, thank you for assisting in running the two rings so smoothly.   
 
Fourth was out Equinade Riding Pony of the Year show 2019.  UK Judges Mr Peter Emmerson and Mrs Sarah Newbould, Stewards Pauline Alker, 
Jenny Atkin and Sharilyn Kewish organising rugs and sashes etc.  Dean Matthews was our ring master and kept things together and running  
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smoothly.  A great show was had, the feedback from members was “how good it was to see old faces back at the shows after years away from  

the show ring”.  Our numbers in the classes were up and a big thank you to all our sponsors and supporters, the weather was on our side as well. 
   
The fifth show was the Equinade Youngstock Show, judge Mrs Sandra Donovan and steward Di Jose, a big thank you to both.  This show was 
held back to back with the Gippsland and RPG Welsh Pony and Cob Society at Berwick, numbers were not huge which was disappointing, as 
members had asked for us to give them a show over that side of the city.  Unfortunately they did not come forward to exhibit their animals.  On 
the whole the quality has proven to be very high and some of those animals I am sure will be seen in the future at the top of the showing classes.   
 
Last but not least was our sixth show, the Equinade Summer Festival, Barastoc 2019.  Our UK judge was, UK based Beverley Moore, and stewards 
Pauline Alker, Jenny Atkin and ring marshal Christine Chaffer.  The weather was a bit chilly after having good weather for so long it was a bit of a 
shock, however the show ran very well with good numbers forward in all sections.  We only had one ring this year, which ran smoothly and 
finished up well supported with some great ponies winning. 
 
We welcome back Rosie Metherall on to the committee and a new member in Greg Gerry.  We hope that we will get some more hands on people 
to take on some of the workload and give feed back to where we need to be heading as a state.  We are encouraging a youth development 
scheme along with the Federal body.  This is in the capable hands of Tara Kirk who is pulling it together for a young riders clinic at Kilmore, with 
instructor Paul Austin.  We also thank him for his time, also Tara who has pulled this together with some help from Greg Gerry and Jodie 
Christoffersen.  Anyone requiring more information please contact Tara Kirk or Cathy Rae to pass on any messages.  
 
Marleen Hart who gives up her time to feed us and does a great job keeping judges fed and watered we cannot thank you enough for your  
support, time and dedication to the society.  Paul Morath has taken all our photos at most of our shows, these have been used to post 
on our fb page.  If anyone wishes to use them please email him for permission.   A big thank you to those committee members who tirelessly put 
in the effort putting schedules together and ordering ribbons, rugs, do entry forms for each show, get to the shows early to set up for entries to 
be taken.  Cathy Rae our secretary does an amazing job keeping us all together, thank you.  
 
Our sponsors Equinade, Rob, Milvia and Janine Allen who are Victoria’s backbone, we thank you so much as always and we are happy to promote 
your products wherever we can and use them ourselves, they are great products.  Hygain has been a great supporter as well for the last three 
years, vouchers, products and banners, which we display for them.  Our members who show, sponsor classes and give us the rugs,(Shelley 
Penny) and garlands (Ann Paynter, Winfield stud) that everyone wants to win, a very big thank you.  Donations from R & L Equine (garlands),  
Monica Croston (garlands) and many more we thank you so much. 
 
Robert Cockram – Chairperson. 
  

Motion – To accept Chairperson’s Report 
 
Moved Paul Morath.  Seconded Sandra Donovan.   Carried. 
 
4a BOARD REPORT 
 
Chairman Robert Cockram presented the Board Report. 
 
RPSBS LTD. BOARD REPORT TO STATE ANNUAL MEETINGS 2019 
 
As in previous years the most important message from the RPSBS directors is that of thanks to all state committee members and volunteers that 
work so tirelessly for our Society. Without the dedication and hard work of our state committee members our Society would struggle to find 
relevance with our members. It has been a most positive year for our Riding Pony Society and our successes are due in a large part 
to the work of the state committees in providing the opportunities for our members to exhibit their beautiful animals. 
 
It has been an extremely challenging year for all breed and show societies. The widespread drought, floods, fires and heat have put so many 
members under financial and emotional stress. It is therefore rewarding to note that RPSBS memberships and registrations have not taken a huge 
hit and the decline in memberships and registrations has significantly slowed to 4% and 3% respectively. 
 
At the 2018 Annual General Meeting the Board made a commitment to members to 
ensure: 

 Sound Governance; 
 Effective Communication to members; 
 Initiatives to address declining Membership; and 
 Relevance of the Riding Pony Society. 

 
A comprehensive report of how the Board has addressed each of these issues will be presented at the AGM in Western Australia in June and 
published on the RPSBS web site. The Board is absolutely committed to supporting our state committees both financially and administratively. 
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 The member rebates paid to the states will be maintained at the current rate into the foreseeable future; 

 All show subsidy applications have been paid out at the maximum amount of $1,000; 
 Audit fees for states are capped at $100 for the smaller states and $150 for other states. This is a significant cost saving especially  

  appreciated by the smaller states; 
 States no longer have any expenses in maintaining or developing their websites; 
 All state Business Activity Statements are handled by the Company Treasurer at no cost to states; 
 States have an opportunity each month to promote their activities to all RPSBS members and other registered interested persons through  

 The monthly Information Bulletin; 
 All costs incurred when the NSW committee was placed in Administration were borne by the Society. 

 
During the 2018 – 19 year, the RPSBS Board has seen one change in Directors. Ashley Cooper was elected as Director by the NSW Committee 
upon the resignation of Renee Dorney. Deb Watson, a previous Arabian Horse Society Treasurer has taken over the role of Company Treasurer 
from Christine Gibbons who remains as Company Secretary. Despina Mitrakis of Show Pony Graphics has been employed to handle Publicity and 
Marketing for the RPSBS Ltd.  One of her first initiatives was the introduction of the Leaderboard competition.  Her technology expertise has been 
invaluable and the ability for exhibitors to enter their Leaderboard results from their mobile phones while still at the show is a perfect example.  
The Board has funded the significant prize money associated with the competition but the cost of the amazing Reality trophies 
has been raised through her sponsorship efforts.  Despina has also taken on the RPSBS Annual editorial role and wishes to thank all State Publicity 
Officers for their support and contributions. 
 
Helen Dohan and her staff from the Arabian Horse Society office continue to provide an excellent, cost effective service for our members and our 
Society. Thanks must also go to the members of the Arabian Horse Society Board who continue to be supportive of this arrangement. 
 
The Board of Directors is encouraged by the number of State Committee initiatives involving partnerships with other groups. New South Wales 
partnered with ENSW to run their state show. Queensland has the partnership with Toowoomba Royal with their hosting of the RPSBS Qld 
Champion of Champions and Young Judges programs. Queensland also held a combined Judges’ Seminar in January involving 
Equestrian Queensland, Show Horse Council Qld and RPSBS Qld.  Victoria will be involved in a similar partnership this year. The Western Australia 
committee ran an All Breeds led show that was most successful. Tasmania and South Australia have by necessity been working co-operatively with 
other groups for some time.  As a breed society it is essential that we do not lose our focus on supporting the breeding of Riding Ponies. The 
declining interest from competitors in exhibiting their animals in hand and, in particular, their youngstock, make it difficult for our state 
committees to continue to offer stand alone events.  State committees are required to conduct or sponsor at least 2 RPSBS shows per 
year.  A show qualifies if it is run under RPSBS rules and has RPSBS panel judges.  This does not mean that these shows have to be stand alone 
events.  The essential thing is that attention is paid to ensuring that the event does adhere to the RPSBS Showing Rules & Regulations. Where 
there are possible breaches of rules it is important that the issues are identified and referred to the National body for possible action. It is 

essential to have consistency across all states with regards to breaches of RPSBS rules. 
 
Finally the Board congratulates the new committee members and wishes their committees all the best for the new year. 
 
Mike Smith 
National Chair 
 
5 FINANCIAL REPORT   
 
Treasurer’s Report for Riding Pony Stud Book Society Ltd Victorian Branch for year starting 1st April 2018 to 31st March 2019. 
 
Presented by Robert Cockram (Honorary Treasurer) 
 
The financials were verbal at the AMM 2019, With expenditure and income for the year giving us a paper profit of$7,269 After running Six shows 
for the members and good attendance at most of these shows. 
 
A few questions about financials were raised and the new notes will be on the web site for viewing. Although some income looked down this was 
due to allocation from the accountant to different areas; Income: The Stallion tender was allocated to donations and other. 
Rebates were down due to fewer memberships as we have 57 life members who pay no membership so the state gets no rebate from them. 
Expenditure: Administration costs had dropped but balanced out by show expenses. 
 
Robert Cockram 
Treasurer 
 
Motion: To accept Financial Report 
 
Moved Marlene Hart,  Seconded Paige Saunders.   Carried. 
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 6  NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE/FACEBOOK 
 
 Di Jose and Paige Saunders reported on the following 
 
  Facebook 
 
  They are trying to keep all social network platforms up to date and also sharing from the Federal information such as the Leader  
  Board, interstate events, with photos of ponies via Paul Morath also included. 
 
  Website 
 
 Show results, the stallion tender (which was a great initiative) have been prominent on the website.  All relevant information regarding  
  Society news, rules, scheme and shows for all states can be accessed via the website.  This is another site of communication for the members. 
 
  Newletter 
 
  The newsletter (Rosette) is distributed via the website and facebook. 
 
 
  Annie Coxon asked had the Society thought about using instagram rather than facebook.   This will be discussed in the general  
  meeting following. 

     
 
     Motion: To accept the Newsletter/Website Report 
 
     Moved:  Paul Morath,    Seconded:  Marlene Hart.   Carried. 

 
     7  SHOWS AND SCHEMES 
 
    The Committee will decide if all shows will be continued or if not which shows will be cut. 
 
     7.1 Junior Clinic 

 
     Tara Kirk found that the child’s classes were attracting good numbers so that to bring more juniors to the shows more classes will be added  
     for them.  Tara has come up with the intention to hold a Junior Development Clinic with Paul Austin officiating in the ridden section and 
     Greg Gerry the in hand/conformation section.  (Christine Chafer asked to open the classes up to include the parents who may not know  
     enough about equitation). 

    
   Alan Redpath stated that generally skills across the in-hand area is very low.  Greg Gerry intends to put something together to teach  
   the children to lead up and stand up. 
 
   It was noted this instructional clinic may bring junior members in and that participants would not have to be a riding pony member to 
   Participate.  It will also be possible to claim $500 from Federal or this clinic. Tara was open to suggestions and thanked Robert  
   and acknowledged the time he has contributed to the Society.  It was noted that further information and a flyer will be available soon and  
   if there were any further queries to ask Tara.  
                                                                                                                                                                           

 
  

8  PETER BARRY 
 
Peter Barry the Society’s Patron and long standing member and great supporter of the Society was thanked with a presentation.  Peter has been a  
steadfast member of the Society over many years.  He was also thanked for his generous donation of 60 bronze Reality plaques. 
 
Meeting closed at 1.11pm 
 
 
 
READ AND CONFIRMED            CHAIRPERSON                                                DATE 
 
 
 


