
Chair report Victoria 2020 
On behalf of the committee in these troubled times I wish to thank all 
members for their support and their patience with the changing 
situation day by day in the states, but wish everyone to stay safe and 
well and understand the necessity for delayed meetings and elections 
so we can keep everyone safe with social distancing etc. 
I would like us to acknowledge the passing of Victorian member Mrs 
Sarah Redpath. A great founder member of our society who had great 
stories to tell of days gone by. If I have missed any other members my 
apologies. 

Please note that this meeting is a properly constituted meeting held 
under the rules and regulations of the Riding Pony Society Ltd. 

As of twelve months ago I was elected Chair Person, Di Jose, Vice 
Chair, Paige Saunders and Di Jose’ Publicity Officers, Marleen Hart 
(special skills), and committee Paul Morath (photographer, and 
schedules), Sandra Donovan (sponsorship co-ordinator) Tara Kirk 
(youth development)and Rosemary Metherall, Treasurer who 
subsequently stepped down with Robert Cockram taking on the role 
of Acting Treasurer  

 A brief run down of the last 12 months. We ran five shows starting 
with the 2019 foal show at Tatura. This was well supported, with 
great entries in the classes.  We were fortunate enough to have had 
donations of bags of feed vouchers from Hygain. Once again our 
thanks to them.  A big thank you to our Judge, M Labhan and Steward, 
Indi Shepheard, for their time and hard work. 

We went on a winter break to regained our positive attitude to start 
the next season, Our Ridden Equinade Pageant in November 2019 
was held in conjunction with SHCV at Werribee. We thank our Judge 
Jess Campbell from Tasmania, for giving up her time and officiating 
for us. Thanks also to our stewards for the Pauline Alker and Robyn 
Courtney.  
 
Next was our 2020 Equinade Riding Pony of the Year show. 
Judges were Helen Moore (A) and Susan Gorst  (Vic). There was a 
great turn out and competitors obviously went home happy as there 
was positive feed back from the show. 
Stewards, Pauline Alker, Nirelle Somerville, and Sharilyn Kewish 
organising rugs and sashes etc; Di Jose was our ring master and kept 
things together and running smoothly, 
A great show was held and the feedback from members was “how 
good it was to see old faces back at the shows after years away from 



the show ring”.  Our numbers in the classes were up and a huge thank 
you to all our sponsors and supporters. 
 
The next show was the Equinade Youngstock show with Mrs Carole 
Lindeman, Judge, Mellisa Grieve, steward and photos taken by Paul 
Morath.  A big thank you to them all. This show was held back to back 
with the Gippsland RPG Welsh Pony and Cob Society at Berwick. 
Numbers were well up on last year and, as members had asked for a 
show that side of the city, we should seriously consider repeating the 
event next year. On a whole the quality was very high and some of 
these animals I am sure will be seen in the future at the top of the 
ridden showing classes. 
 
Last, the Equinade Summer Festival, Barastoc 2020.  Our Judge, 
Bernadette Warren, was also from Tasmania, with stewards, Sandra 
Donovan and Robyn Courtney and ring marshal Robert Cockram 
The weather was good to us although the wind did get up later. It was 
a long day showing, but the show ran very well with good numbers 
fpresented in all sections. We only had one ring again this year, which 
ran smoothly and finished up well supported with some great ponies 
winning. 
 
I thank all helpers, members and non-members, as without the 
helpers we could not endeavour to keep going. A huge thanks from 
myself, the committee and all members to our corporate sponsors, 
Equinade and Hygain, and the individual sponsors.  

Special acknowledgement must go to the following: 

Marleen Hart who gives up her time to feed us and does a great job 
keeping judges fed and watered. We cannot thank Marlene enough 
for her support, time and dedication to the society. 
 
Paul Morath has taken all our photos at most of our shows and  these 
photographs have been posted on our fb page. If anyone wishes to 
use them please email the secretary for permission. 
 
Sandra Donovan deserves a big thank you for the huge job on the 
phone getting sponsorship for the RPOYS 2020. 
 
A big thank you to those committee members who tirelessly put in 
the effort: 



Paul, putting schedules together, ordering ribbons, rugs, creating 
entry forms for each show and getting to the shows early to set up for 
entries to be taken. 
 
Cathy Rae our secretary and longest non-voting committee member 
does an amazing job keeping us all together. Her input is invaluable.  
 
Our sponsors Equinade’s, Rob and Milvia Allan are Victoria’s back 
bone.  We thank them so much as always and we are happy to 
promote their products where ever we can and use them ourselves. 
They are great products. 

Hygain has been great supporters for the last three years with 
vouchers, products and banners which we display for them. 

Our members who show and sponsor classes: rugs,(Shelley Penny) 
and garlands ( Ann Paynter Winfield stud) that everyone wants to 
win. A very big thank you. Donations from members and many more. 
Thank you so much. 
 
Robert Cockram 
Chairperson 2019/20 
14/05/20 


