
 

 
 
 
NSW Chair Report – 2020 State Annual Meeting 
The NSW State Committee, although small, has had a very productive and successful year. 

 

The highlight of the Committee’s year was the staging of the State Show in November at the 

picturesque grounds of the Windsor Polo Club situated near Richmond. The choice of the venue was 

greatly appreciated by the competitors who were very effusive in their praise of it with many saying 

it appeared to be like an “English” setting. One of the visitors from the UK even remarked as such. 

 

We were fortunate to have the privilege of two judges from the UK officiate. Mr. David Jinks from 

England and Mr. Martin Jones from Wales were the two gentlemen who adjudicated. They were 

very impressed with the standard of entries presented to them and they also commented on the 

great spirit of the competitors. They both enjoyed their day’s judging and were also impressed by 

the lovely grounds. We were fortunate to have several NSW members, who were not competing, 

help us stage the Show. The Committee is very grateful for this support. Joh Bayley, Alison Doyle, 

Kerry Patchett, and Jo Maunder all contributed greatly on the day. Ms Lyndsey Douglas did the 

announcing for us in her usual very professional manner and we thank her also for her contribution. 

 

We were marvellously supported by many generous sponsors and the naming rights sponsor was the 

Willowcroft Stud. Each member of the Committee sourced sponsorship but a special mention must 

be made of Julie Butler who sourced so much of it. It is very pleasing as a Committee that we could 

stage such a successful Show for our members and to give them value for their memberships to the 

Society. As mentioned previously the opportunity to be assessed by UK judges, combined with the 

wonderful venue, added to the prestige of competing at the NSW State Riding Pony Show. 

 

Ashley Cooper and myself attended the RAS breeds meeting with the Horse Committee at 

Homebush in July at its invitation. It was a productive meeting and our suggestions and input were 

both well received. It is important I feel that we attend these meetings. 

 

The NSW Committee has supported several major competitions and local agricultural shows through 

both financial contributions and by providing rosettes etc. Major sponsorship arrangements have 

been to Sydney Royal Easter Show, NSW Shc Hoty, ENSW Show Horse, Canberra Royal Show and the 

Grand National Shca Championships. The Shows that have not been able to have been held due to 

the Co-vid situation we have agreed to carry the sponsorship over for these Shows. Menangle Park 

Agricultural Show was supported by the Committee in the staging of a Riding Pony Feature Show. 

Similarly we sponsored ENSW Country Hack Championships in Northern NSW at Gunnedah by 

supporting the Riding Pony ring. 

 

A Judges’ seminar was held in conjunction with ENSW Show Horse Committee and Shca which was 

well attended and received. Ashley Cooper represented the Rpsb and spoke on its behalf and the 

Committee thanks Ashley for doing this. Thank you to the members who attended this seminar to 

meet the requirements of being on the Rpsb judges’ panel. 

 

The Committee entered into an agreement and arrangement with the ENSW Show Horse Committee 

to hold owner/rider classes for both Show Ponies and Show Hunter Ponies at qualifying shows for 

the ENSW Southern Cross Championships. Again the Committee saw this as a way of promoting 



 

Riding Ponies and encouraging memberships. The first three prize winners from 

these events were to be eligible to compete for the coveted Owner/Rider final at 

the Southern Cross Show of which the winner receives a trip to the UK. It was a necessary 

requirement of ENSW that the NSW Riding Pony Committee provided a Risk Management Policy to 

go along with its affiliation. Unfortunately, the Society did not have a current one that we were able 

to provide. The classes were to have started at the Gunnedah event. There is a Risk Management 

Policy in place now so hopefully in conjunction with ENSW we will be able to look forward to having 

these events in the future. 

 

Prior to the Co-vid pandemic we had discussed plans as a Committee to hold a Youth Training Day 

and early plans were being made for same. Of course, these plans have had to be put on hold for the 

present. We also had visions of holding a stallion parade but that is on hold as well. 

 

Towards the end of last year Amanda Jefferys, who was our Vice Chair, found the strain of the 

ongoing drought and her professional commitments too great for her to continue on the Committee. 

We reluctantly accepted her resignation and are grateful to Di Godfrey for stepping into the 

position. We thank Amanda for the great contribution that she made to the NSW Committee and 

members for several years. I thank Di for her contribution to the Committee and to Sandra James for 

her efforts as the Treasurer. Many thanks to Ashley Cooper for his tireless and massive job as 

Secretary and former NSW Director. Ashley resigned from this position in 2020 and thanks must go 

to Sandra for attending the Board meetings on NSW’s behalf as Alternate Director, and now as the 

state Director. As mentioned earlier, Julie Butler did an enormous amount of work in the 

organisation of the State Show. Unfortunately, Maia Murray and Michael Christie missed the cut off 

date for nominations for Committee positions but were co-opted onto the Committee. I thank them 

also for their help, attending meetings, getting sponsorship and assisting with the success of the 

Show and Maia also for her work as the Publicity Officer.  

 

The Windsor Polo Grounds is booked for the State Show on Sunday November 15th and hopefully 

things will have returned to normal and we look forward to staging an even bigger and better event 

this year. 

 

In conclusion I would like to thank the NSW members who showcase our beautiful Riding Ponies at 

all of the Shows week in week out as well as at the major events. This is the best reward the RPSB 

Society can have and the best promotion. I thank them also for showing their Ponies and Riding Pony 

bred exhibits in the Riding Pony breed events offered at all of these competitions and wish everyone 

much success and enjoyment with our equine partners when Showing returns to normal. 

 

John Paget. 

Chair - NSW State Riding Pony Committee. 


