
Springwood Swagman 
(Pinehurst Overture x Nez Perce Yella Fodella) 

8/12/85 – 27/4/13 

“Just this side of heaven is a place called Rainbow Bridge, and my best mate is waiting for me there…..” 
This is not the most conventional Vale, as Springwood Swagman (Bobby) was never conventional. He 
burst into my life as a gangly weanling with a massive trot and a show-stopping scream of a whinny (he 
literally turned heads). After a moderately successful youngstock career in-hand, with many a number of 
pauses for injury recovery, he came into his own as a saddlehorse. 
A true showman with a career spanning 14 years, Bobby has many successes. He was consistently placed 
at Royal Shows. 
I have a couple of performances that I treasure the memories of: 
He was awarded Champion Led & Ridden Show Hunter at the 1993 SA Riding Pony Show, the very first 
Show Hunter events held in South Australia (and I have been told that they were the first in Australia, but 
I have never been able to definitively confirm) under John Careless  of Fairley Stud (UK).  
He carried my childhood friend, Amanda Dunn, to win the Ladies Galloway from a huge field at 
Adelaide Royal Show when Amanda was a new mum to Jessica who was 12 weeks or so old at the time. 
Finally, and so dear to me, we won the inaugural Show Hunter of the Year title at the Equestrian 
Federation Horse of the Year titles in 1999, his last full season of showing. 
I had forgotten over the years how many lives he touched, and the young riders he safely conveyed, but 
they did not and I thank everyone for their fond remembrances. 
Bobby enjoyed a long and happy retirement on our property “Kildaire Farm” at Mount Compass, and was 
sadly laid to rest after a short but complicated bout of colic. 
Gone from my life, but never absent from my heart…………Rest In Peace Bob, until we meet again. 
Kelli Probert 

Below left: Springwood Swagman with UK Judge John Careless of Fairley Stud  

 

 


